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MUMBAI: Students of the inau-
gural batch at the Indian
Institute of Technology Bombay
(ITTB) still remember beginning
their college lives in 1958 in a
Worli building before the cam-
pus was built in Powai.

That first batch, which joined
in 1958 and passed out in 1962,
will gather together this week
at II'TB for their golden jubilee
reunion starting on Friday.

IITB was the second IIT to
be set up. Around 100 students
joined in the first batch, and 32
will be attending the three-day
meet from around the world.

The batch will also release a
coffee-table book, The Pioneers:

The Story of the First Batch of

IIT Bombay, this weekend, fea-
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IT-B’s first batch to
have 950-yr-reunion

THE PIONEERS At the meeting, alumni members will release a coffee-table book
which will feature anecdotes photographs and contnbuhons from the 1962 graduates

turing anecdotes, photographs

and contributions from 1962
graduates.

“T still remember Pandit
Nehru laying the foundation
stone,” said Sudhir Sharma, 72,
amember of the batch, and the
book's editor.

“Back then we had no idea
after graduating what would be
our reception in the world.”
Sharma is coming from New

BACK IN THE DAY

York fol the reunion. Of the 73

students who graduated in the
first convocation in 1962, 14 have
passed away. The entire class
0f' 1962 was male.

“Tt was very exciting (tobe in

the first batch), and the bug of

being in the pioneel batch has
stuck to most of us,” said Jugal
Tandon, 72, who finished with
a BTech in metallurgical engi-
neering. “This will perhaps be
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= In the early years classes
would take place in workshop
sheds. Snakes would visit the
hostel rooms and the campus
was practically a jungle.

= Of the 73 students who
graduated in the first
convocation in 1962, 14 have
passed away.

our last meeting together offi-
cially so I think it will be a lot of
fun, frolic, memories as well as
serious thought on how can we
continue to contribute to devel-
opment of the institute and the
students.” Both Tandon and
Sharma were involved in the
steel industry. The institute will
also be felicitating them on
Alumni Day, on Sunday.
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Record
number of
candidates
for JEE 2013

Manash Pratim Gohain | TN

New Delhi: The Joint Engi-
neering Entrance (JEE)main,
formerly known as the AllIn-
dia Engineering Entrance Ex-
amination, had registered a
record 14 lakh candidates for

the 2013 exams. This is the -

highest ever registration for
the test conducted by the
CBSE (Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education).

What is interesting is that
while the year on year in-
crease in number of aspirants
since2008hasbeen in between
20,000 to 30,000, this year it in-
creased bynearly2.8lakh. The
examinations will be conduct-
edin April 2013,

JEE is conducted for can-
didates aspiring for admis-
sions to BE, BTech and archi-
tecture courses at NITs, IITs,
DelhiTechnological Universi-

.ty and other centrally-funded
technical institutes (CFTIs).

According to CBSE offi-
cials, this year has not only
seen an all time high, but the
increase in terms of numbers
has also been the highest,.
“Around 14 lakh aspirants
have registered, which is
nearly2.8laklimore, Last year

-aound 11.2 lakh candidates
{ registered for the exam,” said
CBSE chajrman Vineet Joshi.

While AIEEE and OT-JEE
were separate exams till
2012,it was decided that from
now on admissions to engi-
neering and architecture
courses will be based on JEE
(main)and advanced.

According to CBSE offi-
cials, one of the reasons for
the significant increase in the
number of candidates could
be the new scheme of things.
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29 Indians and NRI P-4
Americans S
named {EEE fellows Israeli
SEEMA HAKHU KACHRU .
HOUSTON: Twertymie scholarships

Indians and Indian- Amer-

i 297 peo-
e who were o inatid NEW DELHX: Israel has granted
serve as ‘2013 Newly Ele- three-year post-doctoral schol-
mﬁfgﬁ"“’@fﬂﬁ arships to 66 Indian students
r Electrdnic an
Electrical Engineers, the to pursue research work at top
worldslargest technical pro- universities in that country
m;thalaSSQdaﬁon; i The 66 Indian fellows select-
€ nomMINation 1s a dis- . '
tinction 1 for select ed 'fl‘DHEl IIT-_Delhl., ~Osmania
IEEE members whose University, Universities of Del-
extraordinary a;c&mrl’gi; hi, Lucknow, Calcutta, Mumbai
ments in any of the ' P
ficlds of interest are deemed and other ]eadmg academic in
fitting of this prestigious stitutions in India would travel
mmﬁf}e‘cfﬁﬂ;ﬂo’fhosehon- to Israel and conduct research
o n m Prakash 4 : -
Narayan Calla from Rajas. in the field of immunology, ge

than, Jayant Ramaswamy
Haritsa from IIS-Banga-

netics, neurobiology, bio-infor-
matics, computer sciences, law

lore, W and economics at top Israeli
K Sinha from Pune varsity universities.
and Bayya Yegnanarayana They would undertake re-
gfhmﬂg‘%fggjagh? - search work at some of Israel’s
tila from France, Ramach- leading universities -- the He-
::I-:dd?ah mmﬁ? brew Univgrsity of J erusalem,
Nanyang Technologieal the Technion-Israel Institute
University in Singapore. of Technology, Tel Aviv Uni-
mehlgtdlu-’:g lﬁ?;f;nc?g; E téers_lty, Hal_fa Upwermty, Ben-
Baruah from University of urion University of the Ne-
North Carolina, Kannan gev, the Weizmann Institute of
Krishnan from University Science and the Open Universi-
o beashington, Subhasish ty of Israel, - PTI
versity, Suman Datta from

Penn State University,. ~ m
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IITs in PPP mode
to be set up

The government has
approved a scheme for
setting up 20 IITs in PPP
mode with an overall
outlay of ¥2,808.71 crore.
{n a written reply, Shashi
Tharoor, Union minister of
state for HRD, stated that,
while land for the purpose_
would be made available
free of cost by state
governments concerned, an
{IT would be established at
a capital cost of ¥128 crore
each, to be contributed in
ratio of 50:35:15 by the

Centre, state and industry
partner respectively.”
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‘Tatas, IIMC join hands to incubate
and promote social entrepreneurship

RITWIK MUKHERIEE
- Kolkata -

TATA group, Indla s leading
diversified  conglomerate
has now joined hands with
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment Calcutta (IIMC) to
kick off “Tata Social Enter-
prise Challenge”, an initia-
tive aimed at ﬁnding coun-
try’s  most  promising
ideators and help them be-
come social entrepreneurs.
“The prime ohjective of
the move is to create an
“ecosystern for social entre-
preneurship and encourage
sustainable, scalable and
measurable social impact,” a
Tata group spokesman said.
[IMC students, who ei-
ther have an early stage
venture or a promising idea
with a plan, that can create
sustainable social impact in
India, can submit their
business plans online. The
applicants may or may not

Blooming ideas

m Initiative to create an
ecosystem for social
entrepreneurship and
encourage social impact

W IMC students with a
promising idea with a
plan can submit their
busmess plans online

. Inlhahve bocked by
leading VCs like Ennovent,
Yunus Business Fund,
Grameen Creaotive Lab

be Indian nationals.
“Tata Group is known for
pioneering ventures, and

" continuously endeavours to

foster leadership and entre-
preneurship through vari-
ous initiatives. In line with
the group’s ethos of commit-
ment to society, the “Tata So-
cial Enterprise Challenge’ is
a new initiative, to recognise
promising ventures in the

field of sotial entreprencur-
ship and provide them with
a platform that offers them
an opportunity to grow,” Atul
Agrawal, VB corporate af-
fairs, Tata Services, said.
Ashok Banerjee, dean
(new initiatives and external
relations), IIM Calcutta said,
“Responding to  societal
needs is one of the core insti-
tutional values of IIM Calcut-

ta. IIM Calcutta has always
encouraged its students to
pursue their interest in entre-
preneurship in the social sec-
tor and take up the role of flag

- bearers for mmnovation and

entrepreneurship in  the

" country. The institute éxpects

this initiahve to serve as an

- opportunity for young entre-

preneurs to engage them-
selves in socially-relevant ini-
tiatives and also familiarise
themselves with the work
that various organisations are
doing in the social sector in a
sustainable manner.”

The initiative is being
backed by some of the lead-
ing venture capitalists

- (VCs) in the social entre-

preneurship space like En-

novent, Yunus Business
Fund — through Grameen
Creative Lab, Acumen

Fund and Ankur Capital,

amongst others,
ritwikmukherjee

@mydigitalfc.com
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Only top 15% on NET merit list
eligible for lectureship: UGC

Manash Pratim Gohain | rwn

New Delhi: With just three days re-
maining before candidates appear for
the NET (National Educational Test-
ing) to qualify for lectureship, the UGC
(University Grants Commission) has
announced new procedures and crite-
riafor declaration of results.
According to the new norms, only
top 15% of the candidates in the NET
-meritlist for each subject and category
willbedeclared qualifiedand willbeel-
igible for lectureship. Candidates will
nowneed toobtain theminimummarks
ineach of the three papersseparately.
According to UGC officials, themer-
itlist willincludeonly those candidates
who cross the threshold in each paper
separately. The final merit list will be
prepared subject-wise and category-
wise using the aggregate marks of all
the three papers secured by such candi-

[The final merit list will be o
.prepared subject-mse and
gcategory-wme using the;;
.aggregate marks of all the
three papers sectired by such
pcandldates. For JRF, a separat

ent hst will will be  prepared |

R TRt u S M
dates A separate merit list for the
award of JRF (Junior Research Fellow-
ship) will be prepared from amongst
the NET qualified candidates figuring
inthemeritlist.

NET will comprise of three papers
and will consist of only objective type
guestions, While in the paper II and ITI
all the 50 and 75 questions respectively
are compulsory, in paper I the candi-

oy

dates are required to atternpt only 50,

questions out of 60.
_ While paper I is of general nature to
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assessthe teachmg/ researchaptitudeof
the candidate, paper II and I will com-
prise of questions based on the subject
selected by the candidates and each ques-
tion willcarry twomarks. UGC's NET bu-
rean has devised a four-step procedure
and criteria for declaration of results. To
clear the flrst step, candidates need to
score the minimum marks separately in
all three papers. General category candi-
dates have to score 40% each in paper |
andIland 50% in paper I, while for OBC
(non-creamy) category the distribution
is35%, 35% and 45% respectively,

Amongst those candidates who
clear this step, a merit list will be pre-
pared subject-wise and category-wise
using the aggregate marks of all the
three papers secured by such candi-
dates. In step I, only 15% candidates
(for each subject and category), from
the merit list mentioned under step II,
will be declared NET gqualified.
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Why universe is
not dominated

by anti-

Washington: Scientists have
solved the puzzle of the uni-
verse being dominated by
matter rather than its close
relative anti-matter,
Physicists at the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin-Madison
made a precise measurement
of elusive, nearly massless
particles, and obtained a cru-
cial hint.as to why the uni-
verse isdominated by matter.
The particles, called anti-
neutrinos, were detected at
theunderground Daya Bay ex-
periment, located near a nu-
clear reactor in China.
Anti-particles are almost
identical twins of sub-atomic
particles (electrons, protons
and neutrons) that make up
our world. When an electron
encounters an anti-electron,
for example, both are annihi-
lated in a burst of energy.
Failure to see these bursts
intheuniversetells physicists
that anti-matter is vanishing-
ly rare, and that matter rules
the roost in today’s universe.
“At the beginning of time,
in the Big Bang, a soup of par-
ticles and anti-particles was
ereatedybut somehow an im-

matter

PUZZLE SOLVED

balance came about,” says
Karsten Heeger, a professor of
physics at UW-Madison,

“All the studies that have
heen done have not found
enough difference between
particles and anti-particles to
explain the dominance of
matter over anti-matter.

. “But the neutrino, an ex-
tremely abundant but almost
massless particle, may have
the right properties, and may
even be its own anti-particle,
Heegersaid, eni
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Gravity travels

at speed of
light? Proof
found: Experts

Beijing: Scientists in China
claimed to have found evi-
denece supporting the hypoth-
esisthat gravity travels at the
speed of light based on data
gleaned from observing Earth
tides. They have been trying
tomeasure the speed of gravi-
ty for wvears, but few have
found walid methods, official
media in Beijing reported
on Thursday:

By conducting six obser-
vations of total and annular
solar eclipses, aswell as Earth
tides, a team headed by Tang
Kevun, a researcher with the
Institute of Geology and Geo-
physice under the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, found
that the Newtonian Earth tide
formula includes a factor re-
lated to the propagation of
gravity staterun Xinhua
news agency reported.

The team found that the
eravitational foree released
from the sun and that record-
edateroundstationson Earth
did not travel at the same
gpeed, with the time differ
ence exactly the same as the
time it talkes for light to travel
from the sun to observation
stationson Earth. em
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IT-1

JULY

With 23 female students in the
B Tech programmes this year,
IIT-1 had the highest gender ratio
among all the IITs. A total of 119
students were admitted to vari-
ous courses here.

AUGUST

Only four years after its incep-
tion, liT-I planned to contribute
in the field of radio astronomy by
developing its own telescope
Radio Telescope Array for
Cosmology (RTAC) which would
be the country’s third radio tele-
scope after the ones in Pune and
Ooty.

SEPTEMBER

For the first time, a student
from IIT-1, Ashok Pancily
Poothiyot was selected as the
Google Student Ambassador
(GSA) for 2012-13

ACHIEVEMENTS OF IIT
STAFF AND STUDENTS

liT-1 joins the ALICE
International Collaboration at
the Large Hadron Collider (LHC),
CERN, Geneva, Switzerland.

Priti Ram and Anil Birla select-
ed for liT Indore-Agilent
Technologies -Aimil Summer
Fellowship Programme on X-ray
Crystallography.

Monalisa Sarma, assistant
professor in Computer Science
and Engineering selected for
IBM SUR Award.






